
Mothers Group: All mothers and their children under the age of 5 are invited to “St 
Gianna’s Mothers and Children Group”. The morning starts with an element of          
formation and group discussions while your children enjoy a safe area to play, followed 
by Mass and lunch (provided). Join us on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month 
from 10am - 1pm.  This group is run by Family Life International at their ‘St Gianna’s 
Home for Mothers and Babies’ in Pukekohe Auckland. First session will be on Tuesday 
29th of April.  
Contact Amie for the address: 027 350 8227; werthenextgen@gmail.com 

Volunteers  
We are also looking for volunteers to assist as Ministers of the Word and  
Eucharistic Ministers. 
If you’re able to help, please contact: 
Litia Lockington – 021 0832 9971 
Clare Williams – 021 178 0667  

Your support is greatly appreciated! 

The following  deaths and Anniversaries are about this time  
25 Edna Peters   (mother of Carmel Jennings) 
 Ross Jennings (husband of Carmel Jennings) 
27 Rose Frances Denton 
 George Abraham McGuire 
28 Anne Yeo  (mother of Sharon Lam) 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  perpetual light shine upon them. May 

their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 

in peace. Amen.  

Saints of the week  
Monday, 23rd of March Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo      
Tuesday, 24th of March :-  Blessed Diego Joseph of Cadiz 
Wednesday, 25th of March :- The Annunciation of the Lord 
Thursday, 26th of March :- Saint Lucia Filippini 
Friday, 27th of March :-    Saint Rupert 
Saturday, 28th of March – Saint Conon 
Sunday, 29th of March :- Saint Secundus 

Support for Families 
 
If any family in our community needs help or support, please feel free to contact Litia 
Lockington – 021 0832 9971 or Clare Williams – 021 178 0667  

We kindly invite those who are able to donate to our food basket this Lent as a  
simple act of sacrifice and care for families in need. Your generosity can bring  
comfort and support to those who may be struggling.  

Readings from Sacred Scripture: 
 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 37:12-14  
God will open the graves and restore the people of 
Israel.  
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 125  
R/. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of  
redemption.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11  
The Spirit of God dwells in you.  
 
Gospel Acclamation:-  John 11:25.26 Glory and 
Praise to you, O Christ! I am the resurrection and life 
says the Lord; whoever believes in me will never die.  
Glory and Praise to you, O Christ  
 
Gospel Reading:  John 11:1-45   
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead  
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Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A, 22nd March 2026  

Introduction: Whoever believes in me will never die 
 
Prayer Thought: By raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his  
mastery over death. To all the baptised he offers eternal life: 
if we remain with Jesus in his suffering and death, we may 
look forward to eternal union with him.  

Wൾൾ඄අඒ Iඇඌඉංඋൺඍංඈඇ –Fൺංඍඁ  

Faith means trusting Jesus even when we don’t understand His timing. Just as Martha 
believed despite her sorrow, we are called to hold onto hope, knowing that Jesus is the 
Resurrection and the life. With faith, even the darkest moments can lead to new life and 
God’s glory.  

“Did I not tell you that if you believe, you 
will see the glory of God?” - John 11:40  



Scripture note :- 
 
Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel accord-
ing to John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A’s focus on the 
Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or miracle, found in 
John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move closer to the celebra-
tion of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon what it 
means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 
The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing ani-
mosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedica-
tion, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing him to 
declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, which 
testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some try to 
stone him for blasphemy. 
Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to 
Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays 
his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ obedience to 
God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. When Jesus finally declares 
that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas declares that he 
and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus. 
The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying 
that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident 
that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a res-
urrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes to Jesus with 
the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be 
brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this 
sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the Jewish 
authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus’ death. 
Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of 
Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the con-
flict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising Lazarus, 
Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those who believe in him 
might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled away 
from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled away from Jesus’ 
tomb. 
With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us to 
reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin’s power 
over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, who con-
quered death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have eternal life. With 
Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the Resurrec-
tion and the life. 

OneLicense exciting Update.  Are you struggling to have musicians to play at each 
Mass? OneLicense has launched a new Recorded Audio License.  With this add-on you 
can legally play master recordings and self-produced recordings in worship              
services, embed them into slides, and more! For more information please see https://
www.onelicense.net/how-it-works#recorded-audio If you wish to add one on to your 
current license, please email your Auckland Diocese Group Manager Tina Coll 
on tinac@cda.org.nz 

Notices & Remembrances Please 
email items for the newsletter or  
Memorial book to 
minu_mathew@hotmail.com or text 
to 021 926 935  –  Minu Mathew 

Dove Catholic Fellowship for Women is moving to small parish-based groups called 
Dovecotes, where women may experience the warmth of fellowship, the power of 
prayer and the joy of worship. If you feel a need for a Dovecote in your area, please 
contact Gloria:dovenational.leader@gmail.com or Ph 0272456742. 
website: www.dove.org.nz 

CATHOLIC NEWS IN YOUR INBOX:  
What's happening in the Catholic Church in New Zealand? What is Pope Leo doing 
and saying? What are the big stories affecting people  
of faith in our country? Get Catholic headlines delivered to your inbox each Tuesday 
and Friday. Sign up today at: https://cathnewsnz.com/ 

ROSTER FOR 21/03/2026 
 
Introduction:  

· Milly/Melissa Marriner 
 

Ministers of word:  
· 1st Reader : Derek Hodson 
· 2nd Reader: Clare Williams 

 
Eucharistic Ministers: 

· Earnesh Cruz 
 
Altar Servers: 

· Liam 
· Grace 

Altar Flower Donations 
 
We sincerely thank everyone for their generous donations towards the altar flowers. 
Your support is truly appreciated! 

A donation box for Church altar flowers will be available at the back of the church and 
collected after each weekend Mass. Your contributions help keep our altar beautiful and 
welcoming. Any donations or assistance are deeply valued—thank you for your  
continued support. 

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, Cycle 
A, 29th March 2026  
 
Theme:- The King who comes in the Name 
of the Lord.  

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-7  
The Lord’s Servant will stand firm, even 
when persecuted.  
 
Responsorial Psalm:Psalm 21:8-9,17-20,23-24   
R/. My God, my God, Why have you forsak-
en me?  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11  
Christ was obedient even to death, and God 
has exalted him.  
 
Gospel Acclamation:-  Philippians 2:8-9 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise to you, O Christ, 
King of eternal glory! Christ was humbler 
yet, even to accepting death, death on a 
cross. But God raised him high and gave 
him the name which is above all names. 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glo-
ry Alleluia!  
 
Gospel Reading:  John 11:1-45   
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead  


